
Discontinuation of Transmi�ion-Based Precautions
COVID-19

Clinically 
symptomatic with 

negative test

Never Tested

Symptom-based Strategy

Suspected COVID-19

Maintain 
transmission-based 

precautions

Perform 2nd test

72 hours have past since recovery (no fever/fever meds)
AND

72 hours with improvement in respiratory symptoms (i.e., cough, SOB)
AND

10 days have passed since symptoms appeared

Unknown COVID-19 Status

Place in transmission-based precautions in a 
separate observation area or in a single-person 

room until 14 days have elapsed since admission

From hospital not tested or 
community (regardless of testing)

These recommendations based on CDC guidance as of 4/30/20. Please refer to www.CDC.gov regularly for updates and to your state specific health department for recommendations

http://www.CDC.gov
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Asymptomatic

Time-Based StrategySymptom-Based Strategy

Confirmed COVID-19

10 days have passed since date of 
1st positive test with no symptoms

72 hours have passed since recovery (no 
fever/fever meds)

AND

72 hours with improvement in 
respiratory symptoms (i.e., cough, SOB)

AND

10 days have passed since symptoms 
appeared

Symptomatic

Test-Based Strategy

Resolution of fever without use of fever 
reducing meds

AND
Improvement in respiratory symptoms

AND
Negative results from FDA approved assay 
from 2 consecutive respiratory specimens > 

24 hours apart

Ultimately, clinical judgment and suspicion of SARS-CoV-2 infection determine whether to continue or discontinue empiric Transmission-Based Precautions.

With the absence of symptoms, it is not possible to gauge where individuals are in the course of their illness. There have been reports of prolonged detection of 
RNA without direct correlation to viral culture.

Consider consulting with local infectious disease experts when making decisions about discontinuing Transmission-Based Precautions for patients who might 
remain infectious longer than 10 days (e.g., severely immunocompromised).

Discontinuation of Transmission-Based Precautions and Disposition of Patients with COVID-19 in Healthcare Settings (Interim Guidance); April 30, 2020; 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-hospitalized-patients.html

Healthcare Infection Prevention and Control FAQs for COVID-19; April 23, 2020; 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-faq.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-hospitalized-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-faq.html
http://www.CDC.gov



